Responsibilities of Elected Officials 

This worksheet is designed to show: 

1) the types of elected and appointed officials and their responsibilities, and

2) the impact individuals we elect or who are appointed by those we elect have on the strength of our democracy.  

Elected and appointed public officials are responsible for such things as:

· creating and enforcing our laws, 

· keeping the country safe from potential enemies,

· ensuring that products are safe for consumption and usage, 

· collecting taxes,

· providing government services such as Medicare, Social Security

· providing regulatory and oversight of certain industries, and 

· more

	Examples of Elected Officials
	Elected or Appointed
	Examples of Responsibilities/Power

	National Level
	
	

	President
	Elected
	

	Members of Congress
	Elected
	Make national laws

	Members of Supreme Court
	Appointed by President & approved by Congress
	Determine if laws and lower court opinions are constitutional.

	Government Agency Directors
	Appointed
	

	
	
	

	State Level
	
	

	Governors
	Elected
	

	State Representatives
	Elected
	

	Judges
	Elected and Appointed
	

	State Agency Directors
	Appointed
	

	
	
	

	County Level
	
	

	County Supervisors
	Elected 
	

	
	
	

	Local Level
	
	

	City Mayors and Councils
	Elected
	

	School District Board Members
	Elected
	

	Water Board Members
	Elected
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


