Special Interest Groups - Info Sheet

Definition

A group whose members work on behalf of a well-defined cause such as a piece of legislation, an industry, or a special segment of society. They have a common interest and try to influence laws and consumers in favor of their cause.  Also called SIGs.  

SIGs are corporations and receive income from their members and citizen donations.  When a SIG tries to influence legislation, they often hire individuals, called lobbyists, to do the influencing.

Examples

	SIG
	Cause

	National Education Association
	Teachers

	Toy Industry Association
	Producers and importers of toys & youth entertainment products

	National Rifle Association
	Legislation related to the use of firearms.

	Motion Picture Association
	American motion picture, home video and television industries.

	
	

	
	

	
	


What SIGs Do

· SIGs try to put their cause into a favorable light

· SIGS help create standards for their industry

· SIGS advertise and promote the products and services developed by their industry.

· SIGS try to influence laws being considered that may impact their industry.  They support bills that would help their industry and push back against laws that would hurt their industry.  SIGS hire lobbyists to monitor and try to influence legislation affecting their industry.  

Impact of SIG in a Democracy

SIG have the resources, funding, time, energy, and desire to be advocates for their cause.  However, what is good for their cause may or may not be good for the country.  It is each citizen’s responsibility to do what is best for the country, not SIGS.  So if we don’t get involved, SIGs will get involved and fill that void and the outcomes may not be good for the country.

