Things to Appreciate About the United States

	U.S.
	Other Countries



	CONVENIENCES/COMFORTS

	1. Wide variety of foods and food prices
	

	2. Wide variety of restaurants with foods from all over the world and with a range of prices
	

	3. Easy access to high quality medical services and facilities
	

	4. Wide variety of access to places of worship
	

	5. Wide variety, and easy access, to personal care services and products.
	

	6. Many things that keep us comfortable in harsh weather.
	

	7. Plentiful, and easy access to, recreation 
	

	8. We have plentiful and clean water


	In many countries in Africa

	9. We have plenty of food
	

	10. Free public education for k-12

	

	11. Many educational options after high school
	

	DIVERSITY (People and Land)

	1. The country is large and diverse in its topology, flora, fauna, and weather, etc.


	

	2. Lot of interesting and diverse places to live and vacation.
	

	3. We have a great diversity of peoples, ideas, cultures which makes for interesting and rich country and life.


	Countries like Venezuela don’t allow immigration

	4. Hundreds of state and national parks which preserves the diverse and beautiful parts of the country.
	

	FREEDOMS/LIBERTY

	1. Free to travel wherever we want within the country



	Severely limit who can travel and where they can travel to.

	2. Free to travel to most other countries – our government recommends where not to travel because of possible dangerous conditions
	

	3. Can assemble wherever we want


	

	4. Can practice the religion of our choice


	In communist countries, one is not allowed to practice any religion.

In countries like Saudi Arabia, Christians are persecuted.

	5. All citizens free to attend school and obtain education
	In many Muslim countries, girls and women cannot go to school.

	6. Protest

Vote for who you want to represent you.
	

	Free to pursue the career of our choice – what we do with our lives.
	In societies like China, the government sometimes choses what you will be based on early childhood testing.

	7. Free of speech – able to say or write whatever we want
	

	8. .
	

	9. Freedom of press – the U.S. media, like U.S. citizens, are free to say what they want without the fear of reprisal.
	In China, censors limit information that can be disseminated.  China also tries to have search engines like google to censor information for the state.

	OPPORTUNITIES/PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS

	1. Lot of opportunities to work/jobs

- U.S. rate of employment lower than most other nations. Usually between 4.5 and 10%.
	The unemployment rate in countries like Mexico is 25% and in 

	2. We have a belief that if you work hard you can do well.


	In many European countries, high taxes, government handouts, and other factors provide a disincentive to work hard.

	3. Wide variety of jobs, occupations, vocations
	

	4. Opportunities open to all qualified individuals
	

	SAFETY/LIFE/SECURITY

	1. Strong military to protect country from enemies
	

	2. Strong law enforcement to protect individuals
	

	3. We have a good legal system - we are assumed innocent until proven otherwise
	In many countries, you are assumed guilty and must prove yourself innocent.

In countries run by dictators, you can be arrested, jailed and even put to death at the whim of the dictator.

	4. Oversight organizations help ensure quality and safety of our food and water supplies, medicines, and other goods and services
	

	TRADITIONS

	1. Tradition of hard work – of working for what we need
	

	2. Tradition of being generous and taking care of those in need
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